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(i) Pupils entering the Sixth Form and wishing to study a subject to AS or A2 

levels should have attained at least a grade C (level 4) at GCSE level in that 
subject. Occasionally some students are admitted onto A level courses with 
inferior grades if there are satisfactory reasons for this. 

 
(ii) Any pupils not gaining five GCSE passes at grade C (level 4) or above must 

continue with the necessary number of GCSE courses until they have 
achieved five passes. All pupils must continue with courses in English and 
Mathematics until at least grade C (level 4) standard has been achieved. This 
DOES NOT apply to OVERSEAS students. 

 
(iii) Pupils are free to select any of the subjects they are studying at present 

including the 3 separate sciences. In addition, we can offer courses in 
Accounting & Psychology.  

 

(iv) The school now offers courses in BTec or OCR Music, Sport, ICT and 
Business which are totally coursework based and involve no written 
examinations. 

 
(v) The accompanying booklet ‘GCE AS/A Level Options 2018’ gives details of 

all courses on offer next year.. 
         

(vi) We intend to take the whole of the sixth form to a University open day as soon 
as possible in the 2018-2019 academic year. This will hopefully give them an 
insight into university life, making applications, funding as well as the content 
of various courses. 

 
(vii) All university applications are now made online and further details are 

available at www.ucas.com or from the school. All students are given help 
with such applications. 

 
(viii) In recent years in excess of 95% of all University applicants gained places at 

their first choice University. 
 

(ix) The school works with a consortium of local schools in providing courses in 
some less popular A level subjects at one centre. Schools transport their pupils 
to and from this centre. Several subjects not included in this booklet are 
available including Theatre Studies,French, Spanish, Law and Ancient 
History. Please contact the school to check if a subject not in this booklet is 
available. 

 
 
 
M Robertson-Barnett 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ucas.com/


 
 

SIXTH FORM COURSES 
 
Pupils entering the Sixth-Form generally take three, four and occasionally 
five subjects.  
 
It would be appreciated if you could complete the slip below in order that 
initial work can commence on next year’s timetable. Please indicate, in order 
of priority, the four subjects you would like to study in the Sixth Form. 

__________________________________________ 
 

 
NAME: ___________________________________________________ 
 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE  
MATHEMATICS  
FURTHER MATHEMATICS  
BIOLOGY  
CHEMISTRY  
PHYSICS  
GEOGRAPHY  
PSYCHOLOGY  
ART  
ACCOUNTING  
ICT  
SPORT  
BUSINESS  
MUSIC  
EAL (IELTS, FCE, PET, KET)  
 

 
SIXTH FORM CHARGES 

 
There is no charge made for materials such as books that are used by 
students in the school until the end of Year 11 (GCSE). However, the costs 
involved in running the sixth form are much higher and involve extra 
charges for students entering the sixth form. 
Students are provided with their own study areas and individual lockable 
work stations within the sixth form. The greatest costs are those associated 
with the purchase of much more expensive resources such as textbooks for 
the two-year duration of a sixth form course. 
In order to cover such costs, a charge of £75 is made for each subject a 
student studies in the sixth form. This charge is made at the beginning of 
Year 12. No charge is made in Year 13 unless a student begins a new sixth 
form course. 

 
 



English Language GCE (AS 7701) 
 

Paper 1: Language and the Individual 
Assessed: 

• Written exam:1 hour 30 minutes  
• 70 marks 
• 50% of AS 

Paper 2: Language Diversity and Language Discourses 
Assessed: 

• Written exam: 1hour 30 minutes 
• 70 marks 
• 50% of AS 

English Language GCE (A-Level 7702) 
 

Paper 1: Language, the Individual and Society 
Assessed: 

• Written exam: 2 hours and 30 minutes 
• 100 marks 
• 40% of A- level 

Paper 2: Diversity and Change 
Assessed: 

• Written exam: 2 hours and 30 minutes 
• 100 marks 
• 40% of A-level 

Non- exam assessment: Language in Action 
Assessed:   Word count 3,500; 100 marks; 20% of A-level 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GCE Mathematics 
 

Mathematics is a very popular subject at Lime House and the results compare very 
favourably with other providers in the County. Students are keen and see the value of a 
Mathematics qualification to enable them to embark on a multitude of University studies 
or to take up employment in many varied spheres such as medicine, law, engineering or 
computer sciences. 
The school follows the AQA syllabus. Students study 3 modules in year 12 and another 
three in year 13. Students with a particular interest or skill and opting to study Further 
Maths have an additional six modules to study; similarly three per year. 
 
Maths Course Structure  
In year 12 the two core Maths modules are C1 & C2 and build on GCSE topics, 
specifically increasing the students’ familiarity with algebra, and introducing several 
senior topics. 
The third module will be either Decision Maths or Statistics, with the “other” one being 
covered in year 13. 
Decision Maths deals with graph theory, networks and computer algorithms and Statistics 
deals with data handling and processing, skills which will assist in many other academic 
fields. 
Year 13 will study the remaining two pure Maths modules C3 & C4 and the remaining 
“other” module 
Further Maths Course Structure 
This follows a very similar structure to the Maths course only the core modules are now 
referred to as FP 1 – 4  (FP stands for Further Pure). These are delivered over the two 
years with the two additional modules either being extensions of the Decision or 
Statistics module, known as D2 & S2 respectively or more usually two Mechanics 
modules M1 & M2. Each student’s menu is designed to their own personal preference 
and may require some self study. 
 
Examinations in both Maths courses are held in the June examination period at the end of 
both years and both subjects are time-tabled to receive 5 hours of teaching time per week; 
which the students are expected to augment with private study. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AQA A LEVEL PHYSICS  
 

OUTLINE OF COURSE  -  AS EXAMS 2019   -   A2 EXAMS 2020 
 
At AS, this new course introduces new topics as well as building on previous studies in 
physics.  At A2, the course enables students to develop a deeper understanding from more 
advanced study.  The course is QCA approved and has been designed to enable students 
to: 

• progress smoothly from previous GCSE studies in physics, 
• develop in-depth knowledge and understanding of the principles of physics, 
• gain hands-on practical skills and data analysis skills, 
• appreciate How Science Works and its relevance beyond the laboratory, 
• see how physics links to other sciences and how the subject underpins important 
technologies, 

 
The first year of the course leads to a standalone “AS” qualification:   
Unit 1 introduces students to exciting new ideas in physics such as quarks and quantum 
concepts as well as developing in-depth knowledge and important applications of 
electricity. This includes the study of:  The nucleus including particles, antiparticles and 
photons; hadrons and leptons; the quark model; Quantum phenomena including 
photoelectricity, energy levels and photon emission, wave particle duality; Electricity 
including electrical quantities, resistivity, circuits and components. 
 
Unit 2 develops knowledge and understanding of vectors, forces, energy and waves from 
previous GCSE studies as well as introducing students to the properties of materials 
including density and elasticity. The unit covers: Mechanics, including motion along a 
straight line, projectile motion, Newton’s laws of motion, energy and power.  Properties 
of materials, including density and the Young modulus.  Waves ; longitudinal and 
transverse waves, progressive and stationary waves, refraction, diffraction and 
interference. 
 
The Course also covers Practical Skills which are an essential part of studying a Physics 
course at this level. It will build on the development of the scientific skills learned at 
GCSE level and on the knowledge and understanding of How Science Works. These 
practical skills gained throughout the course include: Selection and use of various 
equipment : Processing of data: Making observations and measurements: Analysing and 
evaluation. 
 
The AS exam: Consists of two written papers covering all aspects of the course. 
Although practical skills are not part of a practical exam, the skills and knowledge gained 
are assessed in section (A) of paper 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE SECOND YEAR OF THE COURSE LEADS TO AN “A” LEVEL 
QUALIFICATION:   
Unit 4 develops key ideas about force and energy from AS physics through a range of 
mechanics topics and through quantitative study of fields. In addition, key applications of 
fields are developed including satellite motion, capacitors and alternating current 
generators and transformers. The unit covers: Further mechanics, including momentum, 
circular motion and simple harmonic motion: Fields, including gravitational fields, 
electric fields, capacitors, magnetic fields, electromagnetic induction 
 
Unit 5 is in two parts: Section A builds on key ideas about particles and energy from AS 
physics and covers probing the nucleus, radioactivity, nuclear instability and nuclear 
energy as well as the thermal properties of materials, ideal gases and the kinetic theory of 
gases 
Section B gives students an opportunity to develop a deeper knowledge of the ‘Turning 
Points’ in Physics. It covers: discovery of the electron; wave-particle duality; and special 
relativity. 
 
 
ASSESSMENT METHODS: 
 
AS:     Exams June.   Pass Grades A B C D E   
 
Paper 1: Written paper – 1 hour 30 minutes – 50% of total AS marks. 
 
Paper 2: Written paper – 1 hour 30 minutes – 50% of total AS marks. 
 
(Includes questions on practical skills and experiments completed throughout the year 
and multiple choice questions) 
 
FULL COURSE:    Exams June.   Pass Grades A* A B C D E   
 
 
Paper 1: 2 hours; long and short questions. 
 
Paper 2: 2 hours; long and short questions. 
 
Paper 3: 2 hours; long and short questions about practical elements of the course plus 
questions about the optional topic. (Turning points in physics) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AQA AS/A Level Biology 
 
These qualifications are linear. Linear means that students will sit all the AS exams at 
the end of their AS course and all the A-level exams at the end of their A-level course. 
 
Specification 
 
Topic 1 – Biological Molecules. 
       Monomers and polymers, carbohydrates, lipids, proteins, RNA, DNA, ATP 
and water. 
 
Topic 2 – Cell Structure. 
       Eukaryotic and prokaryotic cells, viruses, studying cells, cell cycle and 
transport. 
 
Topic 3 – Exchanges with the Environment. 
                   Surface area to volume ratio, gas exchange and mass transport. 
 
Topic 4 – Genetic information, variation and relationships 
                    DNA, genes and chromosomes, genetic diversity, adaptation, species and 
taxonomy. 
 
Topic 5 – Energy transfers. 
                   Photosynthesis, respiration, ecosystems and nutrient cycles. 
 
Topic 6 – Response to stimuli. 
                    Survival and response, receptors, control of heart rate, nerve impulses and 
synapses. 
  
Topic 7 – Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems. 
                    Inheritance, populations, and populations in ecosystems. 
 
Topic 8 – Control of gene expression. 
                    Protein structure and base sequences, regulation of transcription/translation. 
 
Examinations 
 
AS assessment: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



A level assessment: 
 

 
 
AS is graded on a 5 point scale A – E. A level is graded on a six point scale A*-E. These 
are linear qualifications. In order to achieve the award, students must complete all exams 
in May/June in a single year. All assessments must be taken in the same series. AS level 
will be taken over 1 year and A level will be taught over 2 years. 
 
Practical Skills 
 
As well as the examinations in May/June, students are required to be assessed in their 
practical skills. There is no coursework in Biology AS or A level but there are 
compulsory practicals, which have to be administered throughout the year. AS level 
students will complete 6 practicals within the year and A level students will complete 12 
over the 2 year period.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AQA AS AND A-LEVEL CHEMISTRY 
 
All assessment for AS and A-level Chemistry takes place at the end of the courses. AS 
Chemistry is a stand-alone qualification and is assessed after one year. A-level Chemistry 
is assessed at the end of two years. 
 
The first year of the A-level course is identical to the AS course and consists of three 
sections: Physical Chemistry, Inorganic Chemistry and Organic Chemistry. 
 
Physical chemistry consists of Atomic structure; Amount of substance; Bonding; 
Energetics; Kinetics; Chemical equilibria, Le Chatelier’s principle and Kc; and Oxidation, 
reduction and redox equations. 
 
Inorganic Chemistry consists of Periodicity; Group 2, the alkaline earth metals; and 
Group 7, the halogens. 
 
Organic Chemistry consists of Introduction to organic chemistry; Alkanes; 
Halogenoalkanes; Alkenes; Alcohols and Organic analysis. 
 
There are also six required practicals which students are required to complete. 
 
AS Assessment consists of 2 written examinations of 1 hour 30 minutes each and each 
worth 80 marks; 65 marks of long and short answer questions and 15 marks of multiple 
choice questions. Paper 1 assesses Practical Chemistry and Inorganic Chemistry and 
Paper 2 assesses Practical Chemistry and Organic Chemistry. Questions relating to the 
required practicals will account for 15% of the total marks in both papers 
 
The second year of the A-level course consists of: 
 
Physical Chemistry: Thermodynamics; Rate equations; Equilibrium constant Kp for 
homogenous systems; Electrode potentials and electrochemical cells; and Acids and 
bases. 
 
Inorganic Chemistry: Properties of period 3 elements and their oxides; Transition metals; 
and Reactions of ions in aqueous solutions. 
 
Organic Chemistry: Optical isomerism; Aldehydes and ketones; Carboxylic acids and 
derivatives; Aromatic chemistry; Amines; Polymers; Amino acids, proteins and DNA; 
Organic synthesis; Nuclear magnetic resonance spectroscopy; and Chromatography.  
 
There are also a further 6 required practicals which students must complete. 
 
A-level Assessment consists of 3 examinations of 2 hours each. Paper 1 assesses Physical 
Chemistry, Inorganic Chemistry and relevant Practical skills. Paper 2 assesses Physical 
Chemistry, Organic Chemistry and relevant Practical skills. Each paper has 105 marks of 
long and short answer questions and are worth 35% of the A-level. Paper 3 assesses any 
content and practical skills and is worth 90 marks; 40 marks of questions on practical 
techniques (all 12 practicals) and data analysis; 20 marks of questions testing across the 
specification and 30 marks of multiple choice questions. Paper 3 is 30% of the A-level. 

 
 
 
 
 



GCE Geography 
 
The school follows the AQA syllabus. As far as possible, we select modules that have 
been studied as part of the GCSE course. There is no pre-requisite for the course although 
having studied GCSE to grade C (level 4) standard or better is an advantage. 
 
AS outline (First year – Year 12) 
 
UNIT 1 – Physical & Human Geography 
 
All students study the topics below which are assessed by a 2 hour written examination. 
 

1. Rivers, floods and management 
2. Population change 
3. Coastal environments 
4. Energy issues 

 
UNIT 2 – Geographical Skills 
 
Students study a range of investigative, cartographic, graphical, ICT and statistical skills 
related to the topics above. This is assessed by a 1 hour written examination. 
 
A2 outline (Second year – Year 13) 
 
UNIT 3 – Contemporary Geographical Skills 
 
All students study the topics below which are assessed by a 2 ½ hour written examination 
 

1. Plate tectonics and associated hazards 
2. Weather and climate and associated hazards 
3. World cities 

 
UNIT 4 – Geographical Issue Investigation or a Geographical Investigation 
 
Students are no longer required to produce a written project. Students conduct a piece of 
individual fieldwork and their skills are assessed by means of a 1 ½ hour written 
examination. 
 
Students may take Geography as a full A level course or simply follow it as an AS course 
in Year 12 or Year 13. To qualify for a full A level all FOUR UNITS must be taken at the 
end of the course in Year 13. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AS and A-Level History 
 
 
 The school follows the AS and A2 History options of the AQA examination 
board. The two courses can be studied concurrently by students. 
 
 
 Unit 1: Breadth Study – Tsarist and Communist Russia, 1855-1964: This 
component explores two separate themes. The first examines the attempts of the 
Romanov dynasty to preserve their grip on power, before assessing the reasons why this 
autocracy eventually collapsed via the Russian Revolutions of 1917. 
  A second theme looks at the beginnings of Communist rule in the Soviet 
Union under Lenin, the establishment and consolidation of Stalin’s dictatorship and de-
Stalinisation under Khrushchev. 
 
   
 Unit 2: Depth Study – Protest and Reform: The Transformation of Britain, 
1800-1867: 
  This component includes three separate topics. The first explores the 
policies of the ruling elite and the major political development throughout this period. 
This topic runs concurrently with a second topic that assesses the challenges posed to the 
ruling elite, by such forces as middle and working class radicalism. 
  A third theme looks at the impact of social and economic change on 
British society, through such diverse forces as industrialisation, growth of population and 
urbanization. 
  
 
  Pupils taking History at AS Level will sit two written examinations. These 
both last for 1 hour 30 minutes. In both instances they will answer one compulsory and 
one optional question. Each examination paper is worth 50% of the final AS grade. 
 
  In contrast, those students taking History at A-Level will sit two written 
examinations. These both last for 2 hours 30 minutes. In both instances they will answer 
one compulsory and two optional questions. Each examination paper is worth 40% of the 
final A-Level grade. 
 For those studying History at A-Level, they are also required to complete a third 
unit. 
 
 
 Unit 3: Historical Investigation: A-Level students are required to complete an 
extended piece of writing investigating a specific historical issue. This can be freely 
chosen by the student, as long as it does not overlap with the topics studied in Units 1 and 
2. During the course of the study, pupils are expected to research the chosen issue 
independently of what they are taught in class and consider a wide range of both primary 
and secondary historical sources. 
   
 Unit 3 is internally assessed before being subject to external moderation. It is 
worth 20% of the final A-Level History grade. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
GCE Psychology 

 
The school follows the AQA syllabus. There is no pre-requisite for the course and 
students need not have studied the subject to GCSE level. 
 
AS Level (Year 12) 
 
Subject content 
1 Social influence 
2 Memory 
3 Attachment  
4 Approaches in psychology  
5 Psychopathology  
6 Research methods  
 
A Level (Year 13) 
 
Subject content 
Compulsory content 
1 Social influence  
2 Memory  
3 Attachment  
4 Psychopathology  
5 Approaches in psychology  
6 Biopsychology  
7 Research methods 
8 Issues and debates in psychology  
 
Students will study one option from each of the three areas below. 
 
Optional 
 
Option 1 
9 Relationships  
10 Gender  
11 Cognition and development 
 
Option 2 
12 Schizophrenia  
13 Eating behaviour  
14 Stress  
 
Option 3 
15 Aggression  
16 Forensic psychology  
17 Addiction  
 
There are THREE written examinations each one being 2 hours in length.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cambridge Technicals ICT 
 
Cambridge Technicals have been developed by building on links with the University of 
Cambridge and the Cambridge Approach to assessment and its reputation for offering 
creative and inspiring vocational qualifications. 
This is done by ensuring that Cambridge Technicals have a clear, practical and sensible 
approach to assessment. Working in partnership with industry specialists and leading 
employers in the development of these qualifications, to offer our students an exciting, 
inspiring and challenging qualification created to develop transferable skills that are 
essential in the workplace or for further study. 
They allow for 
This qualification provides greater flexibility with the choice of units that make up the 
qualification which are wholly internally assessed. 

In addition, the Level 3 qualifications have UCAS points, supporting progression to 
University or Higher Education. 

The Cambridge Technicals Level 3 Certificate qualification is worth the direct equivalent 
to one “A” Level.  They follow two mandatory units: 

• Unit 1 – Communicating in the IT Industry  
• Unit 2 – Working in the IT Industry 

These are for 5 credits each. 

In addition, they study five extra units from a range of specialist themes, to complete 
their qualification.  All units carry equal weighting. These themes include Customising 
Software; IT Security; Mobile Communications technology; Multimedia Design; 
Developing Computer Games amongst other varied topics 

All Cambridge Technicals help students develop their personal skills in areas applicable 
to any workplaces, such as team working, communication and problem solving. The 
courses have been designed to accredit learners’ achievements and ability to carry out 
tasks in a way that is relevant to the workplace. 
These qualifications specifically aim to: 

• Develop candidates’ knowledge and understanding of the ICT sector. 
• Develop candidates’ skills, knowledge and understanding in contexts that are 

directly relevant to employment situations. 
• Develop candidates’ ability to work autonomously and effectively in an ICT 

context. 
• Enable candidates to develop knowledge and understanding in specialist areas of 

ICT, and demonstrate the skills needed to participate in the operation and 
development of real ICT organisations. 

• Encourage progression by assisting in the development of skills, knowledge and 
understanding that candidates will need to access further or higher education 
programmes. 

• Encourage progression by assisting in the development of skills, knowledge and 
understanding that candidates will need to enter employment or enhance their 
employment status. 
 
There are no written examinations and the course is open to students who may not 
have studied ICT in the past. 



GCE Accounting 

AS outline  
At AS, candidates will learn the fundamentals of record-keeping and the purposes, 
techniques and consequences of effective financial accounting. Candidates will consider 
how financial accounting helps in the measuring, monitoring and planning of successful 
business operations. They will study business ownership, control, profitability, 
performance and budgeting.  
 
The AS specification has 2 units: 

Unit 1: Introduction to Financial Accounting 
Topic list 
Purposes of accounting 
Accounting records: subsidiary books and ledger accounts 
Verification of accounting records 
Trading and profit and loss accounts and balance sheets including simple adjustments. 
Assessment 
Written Paper: 1 hour 30 minutes 
Weighting: 25% of the total A Level marks 
80 raw marks (100 UMS) 
Four compulsory questions – each carrying a variable number of marks, each with a 
variable number of sub questions. 
 
Unit 2: Financial and Management Accounting 
Topic list 
Types of business organisation 
Accounting concepts 
Further aspects of the preparation of the final accounts and balance sheets of sole traders 
Internal final accounts of limited companies 
Ratio analysis and the assessment of business performance 
Introduction to budgeting and budgetary control 
The impact of ICT in accounting. 
 
Assessment 
Written Paper: 1 hour 30 minutes 
Weighting: 25% of total A Level marks 
80 raw marks (100 UMS) 
Four compulsory questions – each carrying a variable number of marks, each with a 
variable number of sub-questions. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



A2 outline 

At A2, candidates will develop their understanding of financial accounting techniques for 
business without a complete accounting system, for partnerships and for limited 
companies. Candidates will study in greater depth how accounting techniques aid 
business management and decision-making. They will look at costing, capital investment, 
budgeting and sources of finance as well as considering social accounting issues.  
The A2 specification has 2 units:  
 
Unit 3: Further Aspects of Financial Accounting 
Topic list 
Sources of finance 
Incomplete records 
Partnership accounts 
Published accounts of limited companies 
Accounting standards 
Stock valuation 
Assessment 
Written Paper: 2 hours 
Weighting: 25% of total A Level marks 
90 raw marks (100 UMS) 
Four compulsory questions – each carrying a variable number of marks, each with a 
variable number of sub-questions. 
 
Unit 4: Further Aspects of Management Accounting 
Topic list 
Manufacturing accounts 
Marginal, absorption and activity based costing 
Standard costing and variance analysis 
Capital investment appraisal 
Budgeting: further considerations 
Other factors affecting decision-making: social accounting. 
Assessment 
Written Paper: 2 hours 
Weighting: 25% of total A Level marks 
90 raw marks (100 UMS) 
Four compulsory questions – each carrying a variable number of marks, each with a 
variable number of sub-questions. 
 
Career Progression 
 
Accounting is a popular A-Level choice and is recommended if you want to go on to a 
career in Accountancy, Business and Finance or Teaching. 
Accounting is a subject that will help you in all aspects of your everyday life. It will give 
you an insight into the financial statements needed for self-employment and how 
businesses work in general. It is wide reaching and interesting. It is not as everyone 
thinks, just numbers! You will learn about how to recognise the successful companies 
from those not doing so well. 
This course is designed for those students interested in a career in business and in 
particular the financial sector. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
OCR Cambridge Level 3 Introductory Diploma in Sport   

 
This is a cousework-based course with no written examinations. It is assessed by teachers 
and then by the Examination Board. It is the equivalent of ONE A Level.  
 
There are THREE Mandatory or Compulsory units – all three units must be taken: 
 
      1 Principles of Anatomy and Physiology in Sport  
      2 The Physiology of Fitness  
      3 Assessing Risk in Sport  
 
There are TWO Mandatory specialist units – one unit must be taken from:  
 

1. Fitness Testing for Sport and Exercise  
2. Principles and Practices in Outdoor Adventure 

Student must also take SIX optional units from a separate list of 21 optional units. 

 

Art GCE 
 
The art department offers the Fine Art option at A Level. Candidates should provide both 
practical and critical/contextual work in one or more areas including painting, drawing, 
mixed media, print making, sculpture, land art, installation, film, animation, video and 
photography. 
 
Overall there are 4 units of work involved in the A Level. Two units at AS level and two 
at A2.  
The first unit is set by the teacher in agreement with the pupils. Then a portfolio of work 
is to be produced on the chosen theme. The theme can be an idea, concept or issue. There 
is a strong emphasis on the pupil researching and developing ideas. The work produced 
must fulfill the four assessment criteria. 
 
The second unit of work is an externally set assignment. After choosing one question the 
pupil is given time for development work and then has a 10 hour unaided, supervised 
exam. The work produced during the exam should be devoted to the development ideas. 
 
At A2, the third unit is a personal investigation and comprises of a practical unit of work 
with a written element. The equality of the written communication is an important aspect 
of this unit. The written work should be between 1000 and 3000 words long. Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar should also be accurate, so that the meaning is clear. 
 
The fourth unit of work is again an externally set assignment. Time is given to plan and 
develop ideas. This is followed by a 15 hours unaided, supervised exam, which produces 
a finished piece of work, which is the logical culmination of the preparatory work. 
 
All of the units of work are marked and graded by the teacher to establish assessment 
objectives, and are then moderated by an external moderator. 
 
 
 
 



 
BTEC MUSIC PERFORMING  

 
The attraction of this course is that like ICT, there are no final written examinations. 
Students are responsible for keeping a portfolio of work most of which is electronically 
stored. In the case of Music, much of the evidence is collected in the form of their 
performances. This is recorded at special music events, at charity events and even on 
special occasions such as the school Carol Service and Midsummer Medley. Many 
students compose and perform at school assemblies with evidence of this work always 
being taken. 
The work is assessed in school and moderated by a visiting examiner. 
There are four levels of  award: 

(i) Distinction*  - the equivalent of a GCE A level A* pass 
(ii) Distinction  - the equivalent of a GCE A level A pass 
(iii) Merit -  the equivalent of an GCE A level  C  pass 
(iv) Pass -  the equivalent of an GCE A level  E pass 

Both these courses are the equivalent of one A level award 
Students have to complete 6 units of work covering: 

1. Music Performance Techniques 
2. Music Project 
3. Singing Techniques and Performance 
4. Solo Music Performance Skills 
5. Composing Music 
6. Work and Developing as a Music Ensemble 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
BTEC & OCR Cambridge BUSINESS  

 
 
The BTEC qualifications in this specification are QCF level 3 qualifications designed to 
provide highly specialist, work-related qualifications in a range of vocational sectors. 
They give learners the knowledge, understanding and skills that they need to prepare for 
employment. The qualifications provide career development opportunities and 
progression opportunities to higher education, degree and professional development 
programmes within the same or related areas of study, within universities and other 
institutions. 
As this is a vocational qualification, one of its attractions is that like ICT, there are no 
final written examinations. 
 
Learners can focus on their career aspirations, or work area within the specification in 
which there are six specialist pathways consisting of Finance, Management, Marketing, 
Law, Administration, and Human Resources. 
 
The work is assessed in school and moderated by a visiting examiner. 
 
There are four levels of  award: 

Distinction*  - the equivalent of a GCE A level A* pass 
Distinction  - the equivalent of a GCE A level A pass 
Merit -  the equivalent of an GCE A level  C  pass 
Pass -  the equivalent of an GCE A level  E pass 

This qualification is the equivalent of one A level award, though it is possible to increase 
the achievements proportionally.  
 
Students have to complete 6 units of work covering: 
The four core units which  give learners an introduction to and understanding of the 
business environment, management of resources, marketing and 
communication – all fundamental to the success of business organisations. 
 
After these four units the students will complete a further two units in an area or 
specialism of their own personal interest. Examples include Accounting, Marketing, 
Business, Law, Retailing, Human Resources, General Business or related issues. 
 
The lessons will be a combination of taught theory and coursework production to agreed 
deadlines with specific feedback to ensure the highest possible personal attainment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

THE EAL DEPARTMENT 
 
Cambridge ESOL examinations reflect a view of language proficiency in terms of a 
language user’s overall communicative ability.  This overall ability is subdivided into 
different skills: reading, writing, listening and speaking.  The exams offered at Lime 
House School are the Key English Test (KET), Preliminary English Test (PET), the First 
Certificate in English (FCE) and the International English Language Testing System 
(IELTS). 

KEY ENGLISH TEST 
 

The Key English Test is at Level A2 of the Council of Europe Common European 
Framework of References for Languages.  There are three papers in KET which include 
four components:  Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking.  The test is aimed at 
elementary level students and is based on everyday situations. 
 
The topics covered are, for example, daily life, work and study, free time, sport and 
entertainment, travel and holidays, shopping, food and drink, health, places and services. 
 
Candidates are encouraged to read books in simple English.  They practise reading signs 
in English outside restaurants and shops or in railway stations and airports.  Assessment 
is also based on appropriate structural words, vocabulary and spelling and reading for 
main ideas and detail.  They also learn how to write short letters or messages about daily 
life.   
 
The Speaking component of the exam focuses on giving personal factual information and 
asking for and giving non-personal information which requires the candidates to interact 
with each other 
  



PRELIMINARY ENGLISH TEST 
 

The Preliminary English Test is at Level B1 of the Council of Europe Common European 
Framework of References for Languages.  There are three papers in PET which include 
four components:  Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking.  At this level, learners 
should be able to cope with a range of general everyday situations which require a largely 
predictable use of language.   
 
The text types which can be handled by the learner at this level include street signs and 
public notices, product packaging, posters, brochures, city guides and instructions on how 
to do things, as well as informal letters and newspaper and magazine texts such as 
articles, features and weather forecasts.   
 
The kinds of listening texts the learner needs to understand are announcements made at 
railway stations and airports, traffic information given on the radio, public 
announcements made at sporting events or pop concerts, and instructions given by police 
or customs officials.   
 
At this level, candidates need to be able to not only pick out facts, but also to understand 
opinions, attitudes, moods and wishes.  They are able to gain information from places 
such as a tourist information centre or take part in a guided tour.  They are able to deal 
with situations likely to arise with travel and are able to receive and pass on messages 
with regards to telephone calls.  In a meeting, they can take part in a discussion which 
involves the exchange of factual information or receiving instructions.  Simple personal 
letters with a standard format are also within their capabilities.   



 IELTS – INTERNATIONAL ENGLISH LANGUAGE TESTING SYSTEM 
 
IELTS is one measurement of a student’s level of English accepted by colleges and 
universities in countries such as Australia, New Zealand, the United Kingdom and many 
others including increasingly the United States of America. 
 
Candidates can choose to do either the academic test or the general training test.  At Lime 
House School students prepare for the academic exam as this is the requirement for those 
who wish to go into higher education.  The test comprises of the following modules:  
listening, academic reading, academic writing and speaking. 
 
The test is scored on a band from 0 to 10.  The score at which colleges and universities 
accept students varies from institution to institution, but as a rough guide, students should 
aim for a minimum of level 6.  Band descriptions are outlined below. 
   
IELTS band scores 
9  Expert user. Has fully operational command of the language: appropriate, 

accurate and fluent with complete understanding. 
8  Very good user. Has fully operational command of the language with only 

occasional unsystematic inaccuracies and inappropriacies. Misunderstandings 
may occur in unfamiliar situations. Handles complex detailed argumentation well. 

7  Good user. Has operational command of the language, though with occasional 
inaccuracies, inappropriacies and misunderstandings in some situations. Generally 
handles complex language well and understands detailed reasoning. 

6  Competent user. Has generally effective command of the language despite some 
inaccuracies, inappropriacies and misunderstandings. Can use and understand 
fairly complex language, particularly in familiar situations. 

5  Modest user. Has partial command of the language, coping with overall meaning 
in most situations, though is likely to make many mistakes. Should be able to 
handle basic communication in own field. 

4  Limited user. Basic competence is limited to familiar situations. Has frequent 
problems in understanding and expression. Is not able to use complex language. 

3  Extremely limited user. Conveys and understands only general meaning in very 
familiar situations. Frequent breakdowns in communication occur. 

2  Intermittent user. No real communication is possible except for the most basic 
information using isolated words or short formulae in familiar situations and to 
meet immediate needs. Has great difficulty understanding spoken and written 
English. 

1  Non user. Essentially has no ability to use the language beyond possibly a few 
isolated words. 

0  Did not attempt the test. No assessable information provided. 
 
Scoring is done by individual sections from which an overall score is given. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CONTENT DESCRIPTION 
 
Listening 
 
The Listening test takes about 30 minutes and is in four sections which increase in 
difficulty.  Sections one and two are social situations which include everyday events, 
such as conversations about accommodation or shopping, or short talks giving practical 
information for daily living.  Sections three and four are course-related situations which 
are typical situations students face in their courses of study, such as discussions with 
tutors or administrators and short, introductory course lectures. 
 
Reading 
 
The Academic Reading test is 60 minutes.  The test is divided into three sections.  Each 
section is more difficult than the one before and each reading passage is between 700 and 
1000 words long. The total number of questions in the test varies between 38 and 42.  
There is a variety of possible questions types.   
 
The text types in the test could be articles from magazines and journals, newspaper 
reports and other authentic sources. 
 
Writing 
 
The Writing paper consists of two tasks.  Task 1 is the shorter task in which candidates 
need to report on a graph, chart, table or a process using formal language.  They are 
assessed on task achievement, coherence and cohesion, lexical resource and grammatical 
range and accuracy. 
 
Task 2 is the longer task in which candidates need to write for an educated non-specialist 
audience.  This requires less formal language and assessment is based on arguments, 
ideas and evidence, communicative quality and vocabulary and structure. 
 
Speaking 
 
The Speaking test is 11 to 14 minutes in length and consists of three parts.  Candidates 
take this test individually.  Assessment is based on fluency and coherence, lexical 
resource, grammatical range and accuracy and pronunciation. 
 
The test begins with an introduction and interview.  This is followed by an individual 
long turn where the candidate must speak for 1-2 minutes on a given topic for which 
he/she is given 1 minute to prepare.  Section three is a two-way discussion with the 
examiner. 
 

The IELTS exam (academic) is not recommended for students under the age of 16. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ENGINEERING EDUCATION SCHEME 
 

Are you looking for a career that requires imagination, innovation, and offers a positive 
challenge?  Have you thought about a career in science, engineering or technology?  
Perhaps not, but taking part in the EES will open your eyes to the huge number of 
exciting and diverse opportunities the world of industry has to offer. 
  
 What is the Engineering Education Scheme in England & Scotland? 
 The scheme provides you with an in-depth experience in science, engineering and 
technology which will enable you to make an informed decision about your future studies 
and career. 
  
You will work in a team of around four students on a real engineering/scientific problem, 
the solution to which is important to a local company.  The company will supply an 
engineer mentor to support the team to apply project management techniques to help find 
a solution to the problem. 
  
The project lasts around 6 months and includes the following special events: 

• Company visit to see the project in context  
• Scheme launch – is usually at Sellafield, Cumbria 
• University Residential Workshop (RWS).  Is usually at Newcastle University – 

working with University staff on developing your project.  
• Celebration and Assessment Day (CAD) – is held in March each year at various 

Universities. 
 
Students enrolling for 2014 will follow a similar pattern of events. 
 
During the project phase you will gain experience of problem solving, team working, 
presentation skills and project management.  These are real projects, and on completion, 
many of the outcomes are implemented by the companies/organisations involved.  You 
will get in-depth, hands on experience of engineering, design and research at a 
professional level which will help you make an informed decision about your future 
studies and career.  And it's a lot of fun! 
  
Student Profile 
 You should be studying one or more of the physical sciences (Maths, Physics and 
Chemistry) to AS.  IT and Design and Technology are also good.  You need not follow 
these courses but you should have a genuine interest in science, engineering or 
technology, or a serious desire to discover more about it, and be able to work effectively 
as part of a team. 
  
There is a registration fee, payable by the student, of £120.  This is your contribution to 
the £3,800 cost of each project (The rest is paid by the business partner as a commitment 
to their belief in your contribution).  Your £120 covers all admin and residential costs 
including provision of an EES logbook.  You will contribute to travel costs when you 
need to travel by coach or minibus to meeting venues.  All costs will be added to 
your bill when you enrol on the project and as you take part.  There are no refunds 
should you stop participating.   
It is vital that you can participate in the EES workshop in December.  Foreign students 
take part from different schools in Cumbria and usually fly home after the residential 
weekend and also after the Celebration event.  You must take part in all of these 
scheduled events to be eligible for the highly-regarded EES Certificate. 
 
 
 



 
 
What do I have to contribute? 
 The project will require about 100 hours from you in total, which works out about 2-3 
hours a week, in addition to the time spent at Newcastle University Residential 
Workshop (RW). 
  
What will I get from taking part? 

• Hands-on work experience as part of a team and the opportunity to work on a 
problem that is relevant to a local business  

• Use of university's facilities to develop, build and test solutions to the problem 
• The opportunity to develop technical skills and see school physics, chemistry, 

technology etc. applied in an industrial environment 
• Experience university life and gain a greater awareness of possible career 

opportunities  
• The opportunity to meet professional and graduate engineers, scientists and 

technologists 
• Exposure to a variety of engineering projects, highlighting the multi-disciplinary 

nature of engineering 
• A highly significant contribution to include in university applications and any 

future job applications  
• Experience of teamwork, interviews, presentations, project management and 

writing technical reports  
• Contribution to the Duke of Edinburgh Award skills section  
• EESE national certificate 
• Opportunity to apply for BA Crest Award at Gold Standard (80% of EESE 

students are successful) 
• Free 12 month licence to operate Autodesk Design Software 

Information for Parents  
 The aim of the scheme is to enlighten students so that they can make an informed 
decision about their future studies and career and the opportunities available in science, 
engineering and technology. 
  
In many cases the EESE experience has resulted in young people deciding to pursue 
engineering as a university course and career. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is the world’s leading achievement award for young 
people. Reflecting Lime House School’s commitment to our students’ development, we 
offer the Bronze, Silver and Gold level Awards. 
 
 

 
 

Gold participants starting their four day expedition. 
 

Children grow, develop and mature at different stages, and the Award recognises this, 
allowing young people to achieve without competition. Participants develop 
communication skills, teamwork, commitment and meet personal goals. 
 
Students can register for the DofE award from Year 9 where they will begin their training 
in the summer term. Students will then aim to complete their Bronze award in Year 10 
with a view to taking on the next challenge if they wish. 
 
Each Award level is divided into four sections, your child will need to make a 
commitment of one hour per week in each of the first three sections: 
 
Volunteering - aims to inspire young people to make a difference within their 
communities or to an individuals life and develop compassion by giving service. Lime 
House School students have hosted several charity events to complete this section. 
 
Physical Activity - improving in an area of sport or fitness activity, This section can be 
completed through after school activities or clubs in the community. 
 
Skills - developing practical persona interests. Lime House offers a large number of 
programmes for children to participate in such as after school clubs. 
 
Expedition - training for, planning and completion of an adventurous journey on foot. 
here at LHS we offer a very thorough pre-expedition training programme which is 
assessed by a DofE Accredited Assessor. All bronze participants must attend and pass a 
pre expedition course which covers; first aid, camp craft, navigational theory, nutrition, 
countryside code, health and safety. Students will be taken on a Navigation Day where 
they test their skills and will carry out a Practice Weekend before their Qualifying 
expedition. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enrolment onto the Duke of Edinburgh is voluntary but we encourage our students to get 
involved as it is great for teamwork and self confidence and independence. To begin the 
Bronze award, students must be 14 years old. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



.Sporting opportunities at Lime House School 
 

 
 Aside from the 2 hours weekly timetabled Games 
 lessons, the PE department offers all students the 
 opportunity to participate in a variety of different sports.  
 Numerous sports clubs are put on to encourage the 
 pupils to join teams and take part in friendly fixtures 
 against other local schools. 
 The school also participates in organised local leagues 
 and tournaments. Both staff and pupils represent local 
 teams in hockey, basketball, and cricket. 
 The PE department hosts termly inter-house sports 
 competitions too, so if selected pupils are given the 
 opportunity to proudly play for their school house.  
 On weekend’s student are able to visit the local leisure 
 centre where there are swimming and gym facilities to use. 
 Fortunately the PE department also has very strong links 
 with several local outdoor pursuits centers, where students 
 can choose to take part in Outdoor activities including 
 mountain biking, orienteering, rock climbing, canoeing, 
 kayaking, sailing, gauge walking and horse riding. 
 We also have an annual optional ski trip to Courmayeur, 
 Italy, which all students thoroughly enjoy.  
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