CHRISTMAS NEWSLETTER

CAROL SERVICE

The school's annual Carol service took place at St.Michael's Church, Dalston on Friday 2nd  December. The headmaster, Mr N Rice, welcomed parents to the service and thanked St Michael's P.C.C. for their help and support. The Rev. Steve Carter began the service by leading the congregation in prayer. Traditional carols were interspersed with a variety of songs, readings and the nativity. The main reading was ‘The Christmas Truce’ read by Jamie Charnley, Charlie Bruno and Angus Johnstone. This was a new poem written for Armistice Day, 11th November 2011. The Senior School Choir sang ‘Wherever you will go’ by Alex Band, Aaron Kamin and Oliver Hutterer. This year’s Christmas Nativity, ‘All you need is love’ written by Benjamin Batt, was performed by the Junior School and with the narration delivered by Amy Brennan and Emily Allan from Year 7. The service ended with the blessing.  Parents were then invited to the Christmas Fayre at school. Many thanks go to all those taking part and also to the staff and parents who helped pupils with their preparations
ROCK NIGHT

During the last week of term a charity concert was held at the ‘Brickyard’ in Carlisle. The event was organised by sixth form students Keleigh Gray, Joanne Fung, Esther Tsang and Ray Tsang. All four are involved in the BTech Subsidiary Diploma  Music Performing course and they were helped by their Music teacher, Miss Heikka. The event allowed them all to gain valuable experience in various roles that they were not familiar with.

The ‘Rock Night’ was held in aid of the Eden Valley Hospice and the organisers were keen to raise funds for the Eden House itself. Through this event and talks in the school there has been an increased awareness of the work of the hospice in caring for terminally ill children and this became something close to the hearts of the organisers and the school.
The ‘turnout’ at the concert was great and the organisers would like to thank all those pupils, parents, staff and the general public who attended and helped to raise funds.  Funds were raised before the event through concerts in school, a non-uniform day and raffles through the PTA who the organisers would also like to thank.

There were many performers and the more nervous were well supported by the audience who offered huge encouragement to everyone. Five talented bands played for over two hours with some excellent performances and all deserve the school’s appreciation.

The event also attracted several sponsors and the organisers would like to thank; Mountelm, David Allan,  Metcalfe Coaches, Border Food Ltd and Roy Hetherington for their support. Together the four organisers managed to raise £1000 for the Eden Valley Hospice (Eden House) and to be congratulated for their efforts. They in turn, would like to thank Miss Heikka for all her support.
CHRISTMAS FAYRE

Many parents, pupils and teachers attended the Christmas Fayre which was held after the Carol Service. Mulled wine and mince pies were available on arrival at the school and various raffles were held during the course of the evening. The PTA had prepared several stands and Mrs Green and Year 11 pupils provided a variety of extremely tasteful confectionaries. The tombola proved popular with the pupils but staff were careful to ensure that the bottles of wine and spirits they had won were passed directly to their parents. An extremely sociable and happy event ended at about 8.30pm with over £800 being raised to support school funds. Many thanks to all those PTA members, staff and pupils who helped on the night.
 EVENING PREP
Could I ask all parents who are collecting pupils from school after 4.30pm to do so from the Geography Room. There have been occasions when pupils wait on the front of school for up to one hour before being collected. As well as not being supervised it is also a waste of time when they could be doing their prep. In future, a check of the front of school will be made at 4.30pm and any pupil waiting there will be escorted to the Geography Room to do their prep until collected. As usual, younger pupils, staying for activities and supper can be collected from the Dining Room.
TERM DATES

You may be aware that there was a late decision to alter the date of the May Bank Holiday scheduled for Monday 28th May 2012. This has now been moved forward one week to coincide with the Jubilee celebrations meaning the half-term break begins on Friday 1st June. Unfortunately or prep/homework diaries were printed before this decision was made and they incorrectly reflect the original dates. You may also be in possession of some old term dates which are again incorrect. Amended term dates were sent to all parents and they are also available on the school website or from the school office.
PARENTS’ EVENINGS
Next term’s Parents’ Evenings will take place on Wednesday 11th January ( Juniors and Years 7 to 10) and Thursday 12th January (Years 11 to 13). Both meetings begin at 4.30pm with staff remaining in the school until 7.30pm for those parents arriving later in the evening. A sixth-from presentation for parents and pupils in Year 11 will be held in the Geography room @ 4.30pm on the Thursday evening. This presentation was delivered to pupils in Year 11 earlier this term and is being repeated for the benefit of all parents.
CHEWING GUM

This is a persistent problem resulting in the fouling of tables, floors, tarmaced and paved areas of the school. Whilst we do our utmost to rectify the situation there are still pupils who bring chewing gum into school. Please remind your children that chewing gum is NOT permitted on school premises.
EARRINGS AND JEWELLRY
A small number of pupils have, during the course of term, had their ears pierced. As pupils are not permitted to wear earrings during the course of the academic day they have had to wear elastoplasts in order to avoid infection and prevent holes closing up. To be honest, such pupils look quite ridiculous in uniform and this practice will not be permitted in future. Any pupil returning to school with ears pierced will be asked to remove earrings whilst in school uniform. If pupils need a period of time to prevent holes closing then piercing needs to be done at the beginning of the summer holidays allowing enough time to prevent this.
END OF TERM/HALF-TERM DEPARTURES

The school would like to thank all parents for the support given regarding departure from school on Fridays at the end of term and half term. Thursdays are much more beneficial with less interruption, more focussed students and fewer pupils leaving early. Parents are reminded that only in exceptional circumstances are pupils allowed to leave school early and, only with the Headmaster’s permission.

UNIFORM AND HAIRCUTS
Can I ask all parents to ensure that pupil's hair is neat and tidy on return to school next term and in the case of boys, certainly no longer than collar length. Hair dyes and bleaches of any description are not to be used and all items of jewellery are to be removed during the school day and during school activities.

Several sixth formers have been wearing black jeans as part of their business dress. This will not be permitted next term. A check should be made on all school uniform during the holiday period. A reminder that girl's skirts should be no shorter than knee length and that all trousers are grey and not black.
MOBILE PHONES
The school took the decision some time ago to ban the use of mobile phones during the school day (9.00am – 4.15pm) but a reminder is necessary as not all pupils are obeying this rule. As well as an increase in the interference they are causing to the smooth running of the school day, they have now become and issue in examinations. Pupils WILL now be disqualified from GCSE and A level examinations if they bring them into the examination room.  There was one instance of a phone ringing during an examination. This may also be helpful in reducing any potential cyberbullying. Boarders are asked to leave their phones in their tuck box or locker and day pupils are asked NOT to bring them into school. There are two payphones available for use and, in an emergency, the phone in the school office can be used. 
SKIING HOLIDAY

I can now confirm that the skiing holiday will be departing on Saturday 17th March 2012. The party will be led by Miss Witherspoon and two other members of staff. Whilst further details will follow, perhaps parents could consider the following:
(a) ALL pupils will require their own passport;
(b)  ALL pupils must have an E111 card. This would be used in the unlikely event of emergency hospital treatment being needed. These forms are available from most Post Offices (also online) and I would suggest that these are dealt with during the Christmas holiday period;

(c)  Beginners will be taken on the dry ski slope in Carlisle before the holiday. The cost will be in the region of £20 and will be added to next term’s disbursement account unless Mrs Fisher is advised otherwise. Those who have skied before can also have lessons but this is not necessary. 
(d) It is now law in Italy for all children under the age of 14 to wear a ski helmet. Unless I hear otherwise, all pupils under the age of 14 will be provided with a hired ski helmet costing £15. This will be added to the summer term disbursement account. Please contact the school if you would like a helmet ordered for any child aged 14 or over.
(e) We are staying in the Hotel Telecabine. Contact telephone numbers can be found on the ‘Interski’ website.
(f)  Could you please complete and return the slip below by the beginning of next term.
We wish you all a happy Christmas and a prosperous new year.

N A Rice MA

Headmaster

COURMAYEUR 2012
NAME: __________________________________

I do want to book dry slope skiing lessons.    YES  or NO

Please provide the following information:
	UK BOOT SIZE
	

	
	

	WEIGHT (KG)
	

	
	

	HEIGHT (CM)
	

	
	

	DATE OF BIRTH
	

	
	

	AGE ON DEPARTURE DATE
	

	
	

	TOWN OF BIRTH (ON PASSPORT)
	


I give my consent for photographs and snowshots to be taken of my child whilst on holiday.

Signed:     _____________________________________________

Date:         _____________________________________________
